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Beau Breslin 
 
 
Department of Political Science     100 State Street 
Skidmore College      Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866     (518)-580-1491 
bbreslin@skidmore.edu 
 
 
Education 
 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 • Ph.D., Political Science; 1996 
  • Major Field: Constitutional Theory 
  • Minor Fields: American Politics, Political Theory 
 • M.A., Political Science; 1993 
  • Major Field: Constitutional Theory 
  • Minor Fields: American Politics, Political Theory 
 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY       
 • Graduate coursework in the Department of Political Science; 1989-1991 
  • Major Field: American Constitutional Law 
  • Minor Fields: American Politics, Political Theory 
 
HOBART COLLEGE 
 • B.A., 1988 
  • Major: Political Science 
  • Graduated with Honors in Political Science 
 
 
Professional Experience 
 
SKIDMORE COLLEGE 
 • Dean of the Faculty/Vice President for Academic Affairs 2012 — 2018 

• Dean of the Faculty     2011 — 2012 
 • Assistant Dean of the Faculty     2008 — 2011 
 • Director, First-Year Experience    2007 — 2011 
 • Professor of Political Science    2009 — present 
 • Associate Professor of Political Science   2004 — 2009 

 • Chair      2005 — 2007 
• Assistant Professor of Political Science   1998 — 2004 

  • Pre-Law Advisor    1998 — 2004 
  • Director, Law and Society Program  2001 — 2005 
 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

• Collaborative on Academic Careers in Higher Education   2018 — 2019 
(COACHE) – Visiting Practitioner 
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Publications 
 

Books: 
 

A Constitution for the Living: Imagining How Five Generations of Americans Would Rewrite the 
Nation’
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“The Comparative Legal System of Lesotho” (with Christopher A. Whann), in Legal Systems of 
the World: A Political, Social, and Cultural Encyclopedia. Herbert M. Kritzer, ed. (Santa 
Barbara, CA: ABC CLIO, 2002). 

 
“Restorative Justice in School Communities” (with David R. Karp), Youth & Society 33:2 

(December 2001): 249-272. 
 

 
Short Articles, Reviews, and Media Presentations 

 
Review of Michael Faber’s An Anti-Federalist Constitution: The Development of Dissent in the 

Ratification Debates in Law and Politics Book Review, Volume 30, Number 7 (August, 
2020). 

 
“Visiting Practitioner’s Message” in the Collaborative on Academic Careers in Higher Education 

(COACHE) Annual Report, 2019. 
 
“Kate Ericson and Mel Ziegler: Constitution on Tour” in Accelerate: Access and Inclusion at the 

Tang Teaching Museum, No. 1 (2017). 
 
“Reality Check: Negotiating Different Perspectives” in AAC&U Peer Review, Fall 2014/Winter 

2015, Volume 15, No. 4/Volume 16, No. 1 
 
Review of Jack Balkin’s Constitutional Redemption: Political Faith in an Unjust Word in Law 

and Politics Book Review, Volume 22, Number 8 (August, 2012). 
 
“Academic Minute” — Reflections on the Constitution — WAMC – NPR, July 13, 2010. 

http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wamc/news.newsmain?action=article&ARTICLE_ID=167
2895 

 
Review of Robert L. Tsai’s Eloquence and Reason: Creating a First Amendment Culture in 

Perspectives on Politics, Volume 8, Number 4 (December, 2010), 1243-1244 
 
Review of Roberta Rosenthal Kwall’s 
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Review of Gretchen Ritter’s The Constitution as Social Design: Gender and Civic Membership in 
the American Constitutional Order in Perspectives on Politics, Volume 5, Number 1 (March 
2007) 

 
“Executive Clemency,” “Rational Basis Test,” Doctrine of Strict Scrutiny,” in Encyclopedia of 

American Civil Rights and Liberties. Otis Stephens and John Scheb, eds. Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Publishers (2006). 

 
Review of Shirley Robin Letwin’s On the History of the Idea of Law in Law and Politics Book 

Review, Volume 16, Number 9 (August 2006). 
 
Review of Stuart Banner’s The Death Penalty: An American History in Criminal Justice Review, 

Volume 31, Number 2 (June 2006). 
 
“Suicide Ruling Reflects O’Connor’s Influence,” Op-Ed in The Post Star (Glens Falls, NY), 

January 29, 2006. 
 
“Roberts Could Change History,” Op-Ed in The Post Star (Glens Falls, NY), July 21, 2005. 
 
Review of Alan Brudner’s Constitutional Goods in Law and Politics Book Review, Vol. 15, no. 6 

(June 2005). (translated into Chinese, July, 2005) 
 
Review of T.R.S. Allan’s Constitutional Justice: A Liberal Theory of the Rule of Law in Law and 

Politics Book Review, Vol. 14, no. 6 (June, 2004)
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Colloquium on Gary Jacobsohn’s Constitutional Identity (invited speaker), University of Texas Law 
School, March 23, 2012 

 
Chair for panel “Political Theory: Constitutions/Foundings” at the Annual Meeting of the New 

England Political Science Association, Hartford, CT, April 2011 
 

“The Generational Constitution: Jefferson, Madison, and the Call for Periodic Constitutional 
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Discussant for panel “Judicial Review in Comparative Perspective” at the annual meeting of the New 
England Political Science Association, Newton, MA, April 2007. 

 
“From Words to Worlds: Reflections on Why Constitutional Texts Matter,” at the We The People State 

Finals, Charlottesville, VA, February 9, 2007 
 
“Constitutional Empowerment,” paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Northeastern Political 

Science Association, Boston, MA, November 2006 
 
“Constitutional Aspiration,” paper presented at the annual meeting of the New England Political 

Science Association, Portsmouth, NH, May 2006. 
 
“From Words to Worlds: Some Thoughts on Constitutional Transformation,” invited lecture, 

Princeton’s Public Law Speakers’ Series, March 2, 2006. 
 
“Organizing Constitutions and Constitutionalism,” paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the 

Northeastern Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, November 2005 
 
Chair for panel “The Countermajoritarian Problem” at the annual meeting of the American Political 

Science Association, Washington DC, September 2005 
 
Chair for panel “Civil Rights and the Law” at the annual meeting of the New England Political Science 

Association, Portland, ME, May 2005. 
 
Discussant for panel “Liberty and Constitutional Democracy” at the annual meeting of the New 

England Political Science Association, Portland, ME, May 2005. 
 
“From Words to Worlds: Examining Constitutional Functionality,” paper presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the Northeastern Political Science Association, Boston, MA, November 2004 
 
“From Words to Worlds: Examining Constitutional Functionality,” poster presentation at the Annual 

Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, September 2004 
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“Defending the Politics of Clemency,” paper presented at the annual meeting of the Northeastern 

Association of Criminal Justice Sciences, Bristol, RI, June 2002. 
 
“Roundtable: The Citizen and the Constitution,” participant at the conference sponsored by the Center 

for Civic Education, Washington DC, June 2002. 
 

“Defending the Politics of Clemency,” paper presented at the University of Oregon School of Law 
Conference entitled “The Law and Politics of the Death Penalty: Abolition, Moratorium, or 
Reform?” Eugene, Oregon, March 2002. 

 
“The Elusive Quest for Constitutional Recognition,” paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Northeastern Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, November 2001. 
 
“Roundtable: Federal Judicial Selection in the Wake of the 2000 Election,” participant at the annual 

meeting of the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA, September 2001. 
 
“Roundtable: Restorative Justice in the Classroom and on Campus,” participant at the annual meeting 

of the Justice Studies Association, Norton, MA, May 2001. 
 
“Internal Constitutional Conflict: The Classroom Battle Between Free Speech and Religious Liberty,” 

paper presented at the annual meeting of the Northeastern Political Science Association, Albany, 
NY, November 2000. 

 
Chair for panel “Judicial Appointments and Behavior” at the annual meeting of the Northeastern 

Political Science Association, Albany, NY, November 2000. 
 
Discussant for panel “Judicial Decisionmaking” at the annual meeting of the Northeastern Political 
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“The Roberts’ Court,” Fridays at Four, October 28, 2005  
“Present at the Creation: Reflections on the History of the Government Department” (moderator), 
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“Just in Time Inclusive Hiring” presentation at the New England Higher Education 

Recruitment Consortium (HERC) Conference, November 2015, College of the Holy 
Cross 

 
“Just in Time Inclusive Hiring” presentation at the National Conference on Race and 

Ethnicity in Higher Education (NCORE), May 2015, Washington DC 
 
“Just in Time Inclusive Hiring” presentation at the Association of 
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Center for Teaching and Learning Working Group 
Chair of Numerous FYE Advisory Groups 
Dean of Student Affairs Search Committee 
Institutional Policy and Planning Committee 
 Subcommittee on Admissions and Financial Aid 
 Subcommittee on Budget and Finance 
McCormack Residency Advisory Group 
Director, FYE Assessment Project 
Course Release Taskforce 
Inclusive Hiring Taskforce 
First-Year Experience Assessment Taskforce 
Law and Society Steering Committee 
Saratoga Springs Free Speech Ordinance Taskforce   
Assessment Taskforce 
Dean of Special Programs Search Committee 
Committee on Education Policies and Planning


