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If you could, we would like you to discuss what features you like and
do not like about the proposed mode I. Sharing these preferences and
the reasons or feelings for them with CEPP members and with your
colleagues and debating them in the spirit of working out the best
curriculum for Skidmore College is strongly encouraged! Finally, as
individuals or as programs, please contact CEPP members for a

meeting, we would love to talk with you about your ideas and
suggestions.
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Curriculum Proposal for Skidmore College

01-21-15 CEPP

CURRICULUM
Integrative Experiences:
FYE (1 course)

SOYE (1 credit course)
Senior Capstone in Major (program decides how to implement)

Foundations: In the first two years
Expository Writing (1 Course)

QR2 (1 Course), QR1 as a pre-requisite
Scientific Inquiry (1 Course)
Foreign Literature and Language (1 Course)

Explorative Themes: Must take at least one course in three out of four
themes listed below by the end of the third year. Must be 100 and 200-level
courses with no prerequisites.
Global Perspectives
Courses that provide a sense of the complexity of the world today
How did today’s world come about? What are the roots and dynamics of
today’s partnerships and conflicts? What are the differences between and
among social groups and why do they exist? (e.g. anthropology, art
history, economics, foreign languages, government, history, international
affairs, non-Western courses, regional studies, religion, etc.)

Artistic Experience

Courses that cultivate creative and or critical skills in the performing,
plastic, and literary arts

How do we integrate and understand creative, artistic practices in order to
express ourselves and to communicate with others? (e.g. Creative writing,
dance, media, art and film studies, music, theater, studio arts, etc.)

Ethics, Power, and Justice

Courses that seek to understand collective human action.

Courses that explore how institutions, values, and beliefs informs our
actions as well as the consequences of those actions in society.

Who has power and why? How might we create a more just world? How
do we live courageously, deliberately, and well? (e.g. american studies,
biology, civic engagement courses, classics, education, environmental




studies, foreign language, gender studies, government, history,
intercultural studies, IGR, law, non-Western, philosophy, psychology,
religion, social work, sociology, etc.)

The Future

Courses that prepare students to understand and to take leadership roles
in solving complex problems related to sustainability, uncertainty, and
innovation. How do we handle change? How can we understand the big
problems facing us? How do we decide upon and implement courses of
action and how do we know that our actions will result in a better life and a
better world? (e.g. computer science, environmental studies, government,
economics, natural sciences, history, international affairs, literature,
philosophy, management and business, etc.)

In the Major: Technical skills appropriate to each major will be specified by each
Department and Program.

X

X

Communication (Written and Oral) - Includes the existing Writing in the
Major program, as well as an oral presentation as part of the senior
Capstone project.

Information/Research Skills — To be specified by each Department and
Program.

NOTES ON CURRICULUM
Stipulations:

X

X

A student cannot fulfill more than one all college requirement (Foundations
or Themes) with any single course.

A student can fulfill an all college requirement AND a requirement for a
major and or minor with any course, with the exception of FYE. For
example, an Economics major taking Macroeconomics could get major
credit AND QR2 credit.

Faculty can list a course for two all college requirements (Foundations
and/or Themes) if approved by the Curriculum Committee, but if so each
student will have to select which approved requirement the course will
‘count’ for. For example, some students might earn QR2 credit, while
others might earn Scientific Inquiry credit for the same course.

Students who wish to become eligible for Latin Honors at graduation must
take at least one course in all four of the Explorative Themes. The fourth
course may be taken during the senior year.

Themes

One idea that we could explore with the themes is that of having the requirement be
satisfied either by (a) a course that meets the guidelines for that requirement, or (b) by a
supervised co-curricular experience initiated by the student and vetted by appropriate
faculty and which meets the guidelines for that requirement. The questions of how to
make this option available, of how to ensure the rigor of the associated co-curricular
experiences, and of the resources needed to staff such experiences would need to be
taken up during the implementation phase.



Integrative Experiences

An integrative and applied learning experience is one that “a student builds
across the curriculum and co-curriculum, from making simple connections among
ideas and experiences to synthesizing and transferring learning to new, complex
situations within and beyond the campus. ... [It] is one of the most important
goals and challenges for higher education” (AAC&U’s VALUE rubric on
Integrative Learning).

*FYE
No major changes proposed to requirement

* SOYE
The Sophomore Year Experience is a one-credit experience. It will include
mentoring and advising components along with personal and group reflection
on Skidmore curricular and co-curricular experiences. In addition, the SOYE
may include workshops and other activities where students work with experts
on decision-making and on career, and life skills. The implementation
committee will have to think about how the SOYE relates to FYE as well as to
the other parts of the college curriculum and co-curriculum and on how it can
be integrative according to the definition above. It will also have to consider
the resources needed to implement such a program and ensure that they are
available. Finally, it will have to decide if it works better in the fall or spring
semester or in both.



» Writing In Major
No major changes proposed to requirement at this time.

* Information/Research Skills
Implementation committee will consider ways in which discipline based
information/research skills can be intentionally included in the major, either
through a “Writing in the Major” model or by some other mechanism.

» Maturity Level Requirement
No major changes proposed to requirement at this time.

 Senior Capstone in Major
Most programs already have a capstone experience where the skills
developed in earlier work are marshaled in a project that demands the
framing of a significant question or set of questions, the research or creative
exploration of these question to find answers, and the communication skills to
convey the results to audiences both expert and uninitiated in the subject
matter.! These range from a 5 credit, two-semester process all the way to a
one-credit or even no-credit addition to an existing experience or seminar. A
few programs will need to introduce a capstone to their curricula. The
Capstone must now include an oral pr



Skidmore College Goals for Student

Learning
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Updateon DrivingForcedor Reformingthe GeneralEducation
RequirementsMay, 2014

Beginningn the springof 2012, CEP®egandiscussionsf the needto reviewthe general
education(GEYequirements. An externalscanof requirementsof nationallyrankedliberal arts
collegesoccupiedmuchof the spring2013CEPRetreat. Basedon this work, CEPRIrafted a
letter to the faculty (alsosharedwith SGARprticulatingthe reasonswhy the committeefelt that
the time had cometo reviewthe GErequirements(SeeAppendix). Briefly,the committeefelt
that the GErequirementsshouldbe reviewedbecause:

x Aspectof the GEcurriculummayno longerfit the contextin whichour facultyteach
andour studentslearn.

X Theageof the curriculumcallsfor reviewin the samewaythat our departmentsare
periodicallyreviewedto ensurethat they are relevantcurrentandachievetheir goals.

X Thegoalsfor studentlearningand development(GSLDyere passedongafter the
current GEsystemwasput in place.

X Giventhat the collegeis currentlyin the processof craftinga new strategicplan, it
seemswiseto considerhow that work mightbolsterfacultyand students’GE
experiences.

In earlyOctoberof 2013,CEPProughtthis letter to the facultyandstudentgovernment,
beginningwhat hasbeena yearlongstudyof our GErequirements. Duringthe academicyear,
the committeediscussedhe current GErequirements the GSLDand met with facultyin both
largeand smallgroupson severaloccasions While not unanimousa repeatedtheme of these
conversationsgsthat we shouldbe bold aswe think about new possibilities. In additionto our
work andreviewat the collegelevel,we consideredhe focusof the nationalconversatioron
integrativelearningin highereducationat placessuchasthe AAC&U.In the latter part of the
year,our focusturned to generatinga numberof alternative GEmodels. Whilethe work was
highlynon tinearin fashion,CEPFs now
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or sharedintegrativeexperiencelmportantly, we seegreatopportunity for studentsto
benefitfrom intentionality behindintegrationwith the co curriculumaswell.

X Thisacademigear,the Assessmen$teeringCommittee(ASClundertooka projectto
assessciencditeracyand quantitativereasoning. Theresultsindicatedthat, while our
first yearstudents’performanceis similarto our peerinstitutionson sciencditeracy
guestionsthere is still muchwork to do to meetour aspirations.More importantly,
our students’performanceon the quantitativereasoningportion of the assessment
indicatedthat we are laggingbehindour peersand not achievingour goalsfor student
learningindependentof performancerelativeto our peers. Thuswe seethe needto
significantlybolsterour students’learningin thesecriticalareas.

X Since2007,CEPRandmore broadlythe collegecommunity)haslearnedthrough
studentassessmentthat we needto helpthem seebeyondtheir own experiencedy
consideringdifference. In 201243 CEPRettled on a strategyof modifyingthe current
CD/NWrequirementby reconfiguringthe non westernrequirementand addingan
additional“consideringdifference”requirement. Regrettably sucharequirementwas
undeliverablegiventhe current mix of coursesavailableat the college. Ratherthan
continueto try to solvethis problemin isolation,CEPRlecidedit couldbe better
addressedhrougha comprehensiveeviewof the GErequirements. CEPRs still
committedto resolvingthisimportantissue.

x Anew GEcurriculumcouldmakemore intentionalin our efforts to prepareour
studentsfor life after Skidmore. Thistopic hasappearedconsistentlyasan areaof
concerrintentional
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Appendix
DearColleagues,

Thefollowing documentoutlinesthe motivationfor conducting(anda proposedplanfor
engagingn) areviewof Skidmore’sGeneralEducationGE)urriculum.CEPRmphasizeshat
the currenteffort is simplya review, not a proposalto makerevisionsto the College’existing
GErequirements. CEPhvitesthe Skidmorecommunityto join usin conversatiorand analysis
regardingthe GEcurriculum.

Planto Initiate a Reviewof the GeneralEducationCurriculum
Impetusfor the CurrentReview

Beginningn the springof 2013, CEPmitiated the processof reviewingthe generaleducation
requirements.Thereare four primary motivatingmatters pointing to the needfor suchareview,
including:

1. Context:Thecurrent GEcurriculummay no longerfit the contextin which our
studentsnow live. CEPPelievest is necessaryo reviewour GErequirements
periodicallygiventhe contextof the changingwvorld andthe multiple communitiesin
whichwe all take part andwith whichwe interact. In recentyears,we haveseen
dramaticcemeamurtiig
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Planfor Review
Todate, CEPPasperformedthe following:

o Discussedhe meritsof curricularreviewandthe potential benefitsgiventhe rationale
for review.

o Discussedhe role of assessmenin the process.Animportant componentof our work
will beto continueto reviewthe work that hasbeendoneto date. Further,we will
continueour assessmengfforts asthey relate to the role of GErequirementsin fulfilling
the GSLD.

o Collectedandconductedpreliminaryreviewof the generaleducationguidelinesat
approximatelylOOliberalarts colleges.

Timetablefor CEPP’seviewof the GEcurriculum:

1. Ongoing Continueto collect,examineandincorporateassessmentelated datawith the
assistancef the DoF/VPAAthe AssociatdDeanslisaChristiansonpther relevant
administrativeoffices.Continueour review of GErequirementsat other liberalarts colleges.

2. September Formalizethe role of assessmenin the reviewprocessjncludingwaysto map
connectionsbetweenthe GSLandthe GEcurriculumand possiblefurther assessments
whoseresultswill be helpfulin our deliberations.

3. October. Holda Committeeof the Wholediscussiorat the Octoberfaculty meeting.

4. Octoberand November. Consultwith smallergroupsof faculty, students,and staffto share
the statusof ~ GEaCommitteeof data
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Contact information for CEPP members.

o April Bernard, English

f abernarl@skidmore.edu

o Amy Frappier, Geoscience

f afrappie@skidmore.edu

o Sarah Goodwin, English

f sgoodwin@skidmore.edu
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